
Forbidden Souvenirs from Jordan


Prohibited and Illegal Items for Export from Jordan

The following items are strictly prohibited from being exported or taken from Jordan as 
souvenirs:

1. Coral, Shells, Marine Life and Exotic Animals


• Coral and seashells

• Tropical fish and framed insects

• Products derived from exotic animals


2. Cultural Artefacts and Antiquities

According to the Jordanian Antiquities Law of 1988 (Article 2.7), the export of 
antiquities is strictly regulated. Antiquities include:


• Any movable or immovable object created, inscribed, built, discovered, or modified 
by humans before AD 1750, such as caves, sculptures, coins, pottery, manuscripts, 
and other artefacts representing the early development of science, art, handicrafts, 
religion, or civilisation.


• Objects dating after AD 1750, designated as antiquities by the Minister and 
published in the Official Gazette.


• Human, animal, or plant remains that date back before AD 600.


3. Indigenous and Threatened Flora and Fauna

The following species are protected due to their ecological importance and conservation 
status:


• Mediterranean Cypress (Cupressus sempervirens) – Protected due to its 
decreasing population in Jordan's natural ecosystems.


• Dead Sea Tamarisk (Tamarix jordanis) – An essential part of the Dead Sea 
ecosystem, threatened by habitat loss.


• Black Iris (Iris nigricans) – Recognized as Jordan's national flower, it is protected 
for its cultural symbolism and ecological significance.


• Nubian Ibex (Capra nubiana) – A critically endangered mountain goat species 
native to Jordan’s arid regions.


• Arabian Oryx (Oryx leucoryx) – Though reintroduced into the wild, this species 
remains highly vulnerable due to illegal hunting.


• Spiny-tailed Lizard (Uromastyx aegyptia) – Threatened by habitat degradation 
and illegal pet trade.


• Dead Sea Sparrow (Passer moabiticus) – Facing population decline due to 
environmental changes.


Prohibited items include:


• Souvenirs made from shells, bones, or skins of these species.

• Herbal remedies or products derived from protected plants.

• Traditional artefacts or items involving endangered wildlife.




Guidelines for Travellers

To support conservation efforts and comply with local laws, visitors should:


1. Avoid purchasing souvenirs or products that may involve endangered species. If 
uncertain, consult with a guide before making a purchase.


2. Support local artisans and businesses that offer eco-friendly and legally 
compliant alternatives.


By respecting these regulations, visitors contribute to the protection of Jordan’s rich natural 
and cultural heritage.



